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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE

EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

Alexandria Division

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

JEFFREY ALEXANDER STERLING

UNDER SEAL

No. l:10cr485(LMB)

FILED
IN OPEN COURT

CLERK, U S. DISTRICT CO
ALEXANDRIA. VR^IM-

MOTION OF THE UNITED STATES
TO SEAL INDICTMENT

The United States ofAmerica, by and through undersigned counsel, pursuant to Local Rule

49(B) of the Local Criminal Rules for the United States District Court for the Eastern District of

Virginia, asks for an Order to Seal the indictment returned December 22, 2010, in the captioned

proceeding, and the arrest warrant issued as a result ofthat indictment. The United States requests

that the indictment and arrest warrant remain sealed until the defendant has been arrested and

appears ina federal district court pursuant to Rule 5 of theFederal Rules of Criminal Procedure.

I. REASONS FOR SEALING

1. The defendant has been indicted for felony offenses regarding the unauthorized

disclosure ofclassified information. Ifconvicted, the defendant faces the possibility ofa lengthy

prison sentence.

2. The defendant is believed to reside in Missouri. Because ofthe upcoming holidays,

his arrest is not anticipated until early January.

3. Premature disclosure ofthe charges against the defendant wouldjeopardize the ability

ofthe FBI to locate and arrest the defendant without incident. The defendant is not believed to be

violent, but the FBI must nevertheless take all necessary steps to protect the safety of the law
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